parthenocarpy may occur in more than one way, and all known parthenocarpic F. carica types are able to produce seeds and may thus be independent of planting by farmers for propagation. The case described in (1) is, however, true for another cultivated species, Ficus sycomorous, in which a local parthenocarpic variety never sets seeds and all such trees are planted by farmers (5) . Because all parthenocarpic fig types can produce seeds, the finds described in (1) cannot serve as an unambiguous sign of cultivation and lend no support to the notion that horticulture predated grain crops in the Near East.
